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The Roman military conquest of Dalmatia con-
cluded with the Roman victory in the Pannonian-
Dalmatian uprising (Bellum Batonianum, 6–9 
AD), after which two legions of the Roman army 
remained in the province, even though it had no 
external borders (Wilkes 1969: 69–77; Bojanovski 
1988: 48–54; Zaninović 2015: 439–457). The camps 
to garrison the legions were built at strategically 
suitable positions in the hinterland of urban centres 
on the coast and in the vicinity of the Salona colony, 

which by that time had probably already become 
the seat of the governor’s office, and simultaneously 
closer to the problematic interior. Military fortifica-
tions were also organized through Delmataean ter-
ritory which created a defensive line or, at the very 
least, sturdy points in a system of control across the 
quite recently conquered territories.1

By the end of the 1st century, i.e., the beginning of 
Emperor Trajan’s reign, the province was politi-
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1	 For different opinions, discussions and earlier literature see: Tončinić 2015.
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cally and administratively organized and secure. 
Legio IV Flavia felix left Dalmatia in the first years of 
Domitian’s reign, so that it became a provincia in-
ermis. Auxiliary units of the Roman army and tem-
porary detachments of certain legions remained 
stationed in the coastal hinterland (Alföldy 1962; 
Wilkes 1969: 471–480; Bojanovski 1988: 356–357).
The period of Trajan’s reign (98–117) was a time 
of prosperity and peaceful life in the province of 
Dalmatia, which developed in the economic, ad-
ministrative and cultural spheres. Trajan’s advances 
into Dacia did not have a great impact on Dalmatia’s 
territory despite the fact that during Trajan’s Second 
Dacian War, in the summer of 105 AD, the emperor 
probably passed through Dalmatia with his military 
units. There are a considerable number of vestig-
es of the emperor’s sojourn, or rather his passage 
through Dalmatia, such as inscriptions, sculpture 
and architecture (Cambi 2010: 137–138).
The finds of military equipment from this period 
are not numerous, which may be seen as due to 
the fact that the number of soldiers was reduced 
in comparison to earlier periods, but also because 
the sites with a military character, at which finds of 
military equipment from the late 1st and early 2nd 
centuries could be expected, have not been exca-
vated. There are thus no precisely dated finds which 
could be used to date the finds to Trajan’s time 
and this is why the dating of the archaeological re-
mains in the territory under consideration herein is 
based on a typological and chronological study of 
military equipment and comparisons to finds from 
other parts of the Empire. The typological develop-
ment of military equipment does not allow for such 
narrow dating into the period of Emperor Trajan’s 
reign, while military equipment did not change over 
such short periods, so military equipment from the 
broader chronological framework was taken into 
consideration. Here only those finds are presented 
that had a duration which may be placed in the lat-
ter half of the 1st century and the initial decades of 
the 2nd century. Parts of Corbridge A and B/C ar-
mour types, a Pompeii-type sword sheath mount 
and certain types of riding harness pendants have 
been highlighted.
Segmented armour, very well represented in the 
depictions on Trajan’s Column (Coulston 1989: 
31–33), was used by Roman soldiers since the reign 
of Augustus, and it fell out of use after the mid-3rd 
century. In Dalmatia’s territory, only components 
of one type of segmented armour, Corbridge type, 
have been found thus far. Its appearance has been 

placed during the first half of the 1st century, and 
it endured through the first half of the 2nd cen-
tury, when it was gradually replaced by the later 
Newstead type (Bishop 2002: 91).
The most numerous finds of this armour type in 
Dalmatia are from the military camp of the Seventh 
Legion Tilurium (Gardun). Armor parts of the type 
otherwise normally found at archaeological sites 
(Bishop 2002: 37) were discovered, such as two tie-
loops (Ivčević 2010: 135, cat. 4, P. 1. 4; 2014: 166, cat. 
20, P. 3. 20) that connected the left and right sides of 
an armour’s lower section. One of them belongs to 
type Thomas Hi, and the other to category H type vi 
(Thomas 2003: 91, 93, fig. 61. 17; 107, fig. 66). Three 
shoulder hinges (Šeparović 2003: 238, cat. 36, 37, T. 3. 
5, 6; Ivčević 2017: 270, cat. 15, P. 3. 15) that connect-
ed the breast and rear shoulder plates to the neck-
piece according to the Thomas classification would 
fall into category F type iv (Thomas 2003: 62–71).
Also in Tilurium, four hinged fittings to fasten the 
leather straps used to connect the sections of the ar-
mour (Ivčević 2014: T. 3. 19; 2017: T. 4. 19–21) and 
seven hinged buckles to link these straps (Ivčević 
2004a: p. 166, T. 1. 13–15; 2014: T. 3. 13, 14; 2016: T. 
7. 69; 2017: T. 3. 15) have been found.
When dating type Corbridge armour parts from 
Tilurium we should take into account that segment-
ed armour was probably only worn by legionnaires 
and pretorians (Coulston 1988: 12–15; Bishop 2002: 
90; Bishop & Coulston 2006: 255–259), so we have 
to asume that fragments from Tilurim mostly be-
long to the time before the departure of the legion. 
Although the Seventh Legion had departed from 
Tilurium by the third quarter of the 1st century at 
the latest, the detachments of certain legions were 
stationed there afterward, so the possibility of dat-
ing the finds to the period after the legion’s depar-
ture is possible. Finds of this armour type at sites 
defined as camps for auxiliary units have sparked 
debate on whether this type of armour was worn by 
auxiliary units as well.2

Salona yielded a considerably smaller number of 
finds of this type of equipment: one shoulder hinge 
and one buckle (Ivčević 2013a: T. 2. 23, 24) and the 
buckle mount from Andetrium (Muć) is the sole find 
from the site that may have originated in the latter 
half of the 1st and early 2nd century (Bekić 2002: T. 
III. 3; Ivčević 2016: T. 7. 75). Three armour buckles 
are from the legionary camp in Burnum (Šeparović 
& Uroda 2009: 38, cat. 36, 37; Borzić et al. 2014: 
199, cat. 25), and four were found in Gračine near 
Ljubuški (Dodig 2011: 342, fig. 9).

2	 Frere & Joseph 1974: 40; Maxfield 1986: 68, 69; Poulter 1988: 39–43; Sauer et al. 2000: 23–29.
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Fragments of weapons that could be dated to the 
latter half of the 1st and the beginning of the 2nd 
century (although they were in use longer than 
that period) includes a mount for the sheath of a 
Pompeii-type sword from Tilurium (Fig. 1) (Ivčević 
2013b: 443, 444, cat. 10, fig. 1) and the bone sword 
handguard from Salona (Ivčević 2013a: 309, T. 1. 
1). Pompeii-type sword began to be used as of the 
Claudian era and most dated finds are from the lat-
ter half of the 1st century, but they were probably 
also used in the first decades of the 2nd century.3 The 
typical palmette-shaped mount that adorned the 
sheaths for this sword type was used during the en-
tire period these swords were in use (Künzl 1994: 
51–53; 1998: 426–433; Mackensen 2000).
Handguards like the one from Salona were com-
ponents of long cavalry swords and they appeared 
throughout the 1st century and even beyond, and here 
one is being included because they were depicted 
on Trajan’s Column (Deschler-Erb 1999: 26, fig. 19) 
which proves their use during that emperor’s reign. 
The example shown herein has no basis for dating to 
the period in question, and analogous examples can 
generally be found in the context of the 1st century.4

The most numerous group of military equipment 
finds in Dalmatia consists of riding harness pen-
dants which have mainly been dated to the 1st cen-
tury. Some of these types date to the latter half of 
the 1st and beginning of the 2nd century such as pel-
tae, leaf-shaped and tear-shaped pendants.
The leaf-shaped pendants were classified as type 4 
in M. C. Bishop’s typology. Their dating begins in 
the Claudian era, and they remained in use to the 
beginning of the 2nd century at least (Bishop 1988: 
147, fig. 45a–h; Deschler-Erb 1999: 56). They were 
hung on the straps all down the horse’s body, which 
is clearly depicted on Trajan’s Column in Rome. 
Thirteen such pendants were found in the Tilurium 
camp (Ivčević 2016: 246–251, P. 12. 114–126), while 
they were somewhat less numerous in Burnum 
(Nedved 1981: 156, cat. 6; Borzić et al. 2014: 223, 
cat. 4; 7), and not found at all in Salona. They belong 
to various variants of Bishop type 4 (Bishop 1988: 
147, sl. 45, T. 6).
Pelta-shaped pendants (Bishop type 3) belong 
to the second group of pendants that fit into the 
chronological framework set forth herein; their dat-
ing begins in the Claudian/Neronian period, and 
they were mostly present during the Flavian era, but 
also used in the first decades of the 2nd century as 
well (Bishop 1988: 96, 147, fig. 45. 3c; Deschler-Erb 
1999: 56, 57; Radman-Livaja 2004: 110). Such pen-
dants were found in smaller numbers than the other 
groups, and only three such pendants were found 
in Dalmatia. The pendant from Aequum (Koščević 
2008: 261, 262, cat. 53) and Burnum (Šeparović & 
Uroda 2009: 47, cat. 71) belongs to Bishop type 3c 
(Bishop 1988: 96, 147, fig. 45. 3c), while the one 
form Podgrađe at Podstrana, near Omiš (Ivčević 
2016: 239, cat. 98, P. 10. 98), is Bishop type 3d.
Tear-shaped pendants, which adorned riding har-
nesses, but also military aprons (Bishop 1992: 82, 
97) and signum (Ivčević 2013c, 456, fig. 18) have 
been dated to a broader chronological framework 
than the one set herein.5 Besides riding harnesses, 
they were also used to adorn military aprons, on 
which they were hung as belt pendants, as reflected 
in the depictions of soldiers on stone monuments. 
Although they do not fit into the chronological 
framework set for this work, because they lasted 
longer, there is a confirmation for the use of such 
pendants in Dalmatia during the early Trajanic pe-
riod because they can be seen depicted on a grave-
stone from Andetrium (Muć) dated to the early 

3	 Ulbert 1969b: 123–125; Meystre 1998: 188–190; Deschler-Erb 1999: 23; Feugère 2002: 109; Bishop & Coulston 2006: 80, 81.
4	 Ulbert 1969a: 56, T. 60. 1, 2; Unz & Deschler-Erb 1997: 14, 15, T. 2. 22–24; Deschler-Erb 1999: T. 9. 103; Bishop & Coulston 2006: 80, fig. 

40. 5, 6.
5	 They appeared during the Claudian era at the latest and their use endured throughout the entire 2nd century at the very least.

Figure 1. Pompeii-type sword sheath mount from Tilurium 
(Gardun) (inv. MCK B-870, Museum of the Cetinska Krajina 
Region, Sinj, Croatia).
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Trajanic era. The stele of Servius Ennius Fuscus (Fig. 
2), a soldier of Cohors VIII Voluntariorum was dat-
ed to the very end of the 1st or the early 2nd century, 
i.e., to the beginning of Trajan’s reign, given that the 
woman’s hairstyle is typical of Flavian dynasty’s era, 
while the man has a Trajanic hairstyle (Cambi 2000: 
50). The soldier depicted on the stele wears a pae-
nula, with a sword at his right hip and a military 
apron (Ivčević 2013c: 451, 459, fig. 5) consisting of 
three straps, each adorned by six round mounts, 
with a tear-shaped pendant at the end of each belt 
(Bishop 1992: 89–90, fig. 10. 33). Similar pendants 
can be seen on stone monuments generally from 
the Trajanic and Hadrianic periods. The apron on 
the monument of Ennius Fuscus is not entirely re-
duced as on certain other monuments of this pe-
riod, which points to dating in the early Trajanic 
era. Such pendants were found on different sites in 
Dalmatia; Tilurium, Salona, Burnum, Narona (Vid), 
Čaporice (Ivčević 2004b: P. 1. 2; 2016: T. 13, 14. 141; 
Borzić et al. 2014: 272, fig. 37).
The finds which may be said to have been used dur-
ing the time of Trajan were found at several sites 
in Dalmatia (Fig. 3). Some of them are military (the 
legionary camps at Burnum and Tilurium and the 
camps of the auxiliary units in Gračine near Ljubuški 
and Muć (Andetrium), while some are urban sites 
(Roman colonies of Salona, Narona and Aequum). 
In the case of two sites, Čaporice and Podgrađe at 
Podstrana, there are thus far no evidence that the 
military units were stationed there.
We have already stressed that the classification of 
materials to the Trajanic era is not possible on the 
basis of typological study so finds from a wider dat-
ing framework was taken into consideration. Dating 
within a framework narrower than this is possible 
only on the basis of finds in a precisely dated ar-
chaeological context for which we may hope in 
future excavations, particularly at sites at which 
inscriptions confirm that the military units were 
stationed in Trajanic period.

Figure 2. The stela of Servius Ennius Fuscus found in Andetrium 
(Muć) (inv. AMS A-1102, Archaeological museum in Split, 
Croatia, photo: T. Seser)
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