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Hungarians who always seemed more Western (which they are, of 
course). Yet, many Hungarians I met felt that Hungarians too often looked at 
life darkly. I did not pick that up during my year as a visitor. The one 
change I perceived during my visit was a recognition that many Hungarians 
are more nationalistic than I ever expected. The wartime defeats, the dismem-
berment of the Hungarian empire, etc. seemed too often creep into con-
versations and become a subject of official holidays. There seemed to be 
a sense of nostalgia for the historical Hungary, a greater power, among people 
with whom I became friendly. I also discerned substantial distrust of govern-
mental processes and authority, especially in respect to trusting the police or 
governmental workers. I would say that my observation was that some 
Hungarian students regarded antisemitism as a normal discourse in ex-
pressing their political views – something that contrasted vividly with the personal 
warmth I found among so many Hungarians. 
 

• Question: Do you stereotype people? 

Paul Kantor: I do not do so consciously. However, it is inevitable as a 
means of simplifying social encounters. But I think it is a tool for starting social en-
counters, not for pursuing them in depth. 
 

• Question: Does stereotyping help you in some way? 

Paul Kantor: Yes, as mentioned above—it is a useful starting point in 
dealing with people initially. It simplifies the initiation of discourse, provides a 
means of avoiding friction, and is a way of testing assumptions about people one en-
counters. 
 

• Question: What is the difference between stereotypes and preju-
dices? 

Jadranka Zlomislić and Lívia Szélpál 
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Paul Kantor: I think prejudice involves a rigid belief in who or what another person 
represents—it is conclusive and often negative. In contrast, a stereotype is more a men-
tal tool for testing or assisting in social encounters. 
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