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Congratulatory address of H. E. Iso Masato, Ambassador of Japan
to the Republic of Croatia

would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the 20th anniversary of the fo-
undation of the Japanese studies course, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

of the University of Zagreb.

As the first among Croatia’s higher education institutions, the Japanese studies co-
urse of the University of Zagreb has contributed greatly to promoting the understan-
ding of Japan in Croatia through Japanese language education and Japanese studies.
Graduates from the course are contributing to the promotion of friendship between
Japan and Croatia in various fields by making use of the knowledge they acquired in
the course. I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to all
who have been involved in the development of Japanese language education and Japa-
nese studies at the University of Zagreb.

I attended the Japanese speech contest held at the University of Zagreb in March
this year, and was impressed by the participants’ high-level skills of Japanese in their
presentations on the results of their daily studies. It was very reassuring to see a number
of young people have a strong interest in Japanese language and culture.

We are delighted that the long-cherished undergraduate and postgraduate courses
in Japanese studies will be inaugurated in due course. I hope that an increased number
of graduates from the Japanese studies courses of the University of Zagreb will serve as
a solid bridge between Japan and Croatia in the future.

Japan and Croatia have cultivated friendship, and year 2023 marks the 30th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between our two countries. The
Embassy of Japan intends to make strenuous efforts to deepen further the relations
between our two countries, and I would like to ask for your continued support and
cooperation.
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Finally, I would like to express my sincere wishes for the further enhancement of
Japanese language education and Japanese studies at the University of Zagreb.

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to Croatia
ISO Masato



