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An Analysis of the Semantic Expansion of Kanji in Vocabulary
Based on Prototype Theory:
Focusing on Kaniji , " (yoo) and ,.i" (shin)

Abstract: This study investigates how the meaning of Kaniji ,/f" (yoo) and , " (shin)
have expanded by analyzing their etymology and the vocabulary they represent. The
analysis, based on the prototype theory, focuses on the polysemous nature and high
word-building capacity of Kanji. It aims to create a groundwork for developing Kanji
vocabulary materials for intermediate and advanced levels of non-Kanji area Japanese
learners by creating expansion diagrams showing the semantic development process
from concrete to abstract concepts, using metaphors as cognitive clues. Incorpora-
ting the expertise of cognitive psychology and cognitive linguistics into conventional
Kaniji vocabulary learning may contribute to more efficient learning of a large amount
of Kanji vocabulary as well as improve abstract thinking ability and the acquisition of
expressions for abstract concepts.

Keywords: Kanji vocabulary learning, origin of characters, lexical expansion, prototype
and categorization, conceptual metaphors
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